
Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition 
First Year Reading & Composition (at HSU)

English 100
room m118
2008/09 (Spring 2009 at HSU)
Mr. Staiano

Course Materials
You will need a large folder or binder in which to keep the many handouts you will receive. In addition 
to plenty of paper and room for notes, your binder must include (1) a section for important literary terms 
and vocabulary discussed in class and (2) a section for daily warm-ups. This binder and the text we are 
currently studying should be in class every day.
Suggested Materials: A small flash drive and colored pencils or highlighters of various colors.

Course Description & Objectives
Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition is a college-level course, preparing students to 
pass the AP Literature and Composition Exam. This course involves extensive reading at home, detailed 
reading in class, seminar-style discussions, academic presentations, frequent timed compositions, and 
several multi-draft essays. The purpose of this course is to further your ability to read and write 
critically, preparing you for the AP exam and, more importantly, college. All students are expected to 
take the AP exam. It is not optional. If you read and write to the best of your ability all year, you will be 
prepared for the exam in May.

Students enrolled in this course will generally also enroll in English 100 at Humboldt State University, 
described this way in the HSU course Catalogue: ENGL 100. First-Year Reading & Composition (3). 
Reflective, analytical, expository essay writing and revision. Introduction to critical reading, information 
literacy. Small-group workshop and lecture. Final assessment based on writing portfolio.

Students successfully completing English 100 (the Area A Written Communication requirement for the 
CSU system) should demonstrate the following competencies:

Recognizing varying reading and writing contexts and how these impact audience, purpose, and 
textual organization;
Reading and analyzing a variety of written texts, responding critically to the texts, synthesizing 
this information along with the student's own ideas, and writing essays that reflect a broadened 
understanding of the topics;
Developing multiple drafts through a series of tasks, including generating, revising, and editing 
through both individual and collaborative efforts; 
Demonstrating the conventions of standard written English in student texts; and
Compiling and submitting an assessment portfolio that meets minimum passing criteria as set by 
the English Department Portfolio Committee.
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Contact Information
School
 
 476-1727
    (before and after school most days)
Home! ! 443-7552
    (Please do not call after 10:00 p.m.)
E-mail
 
 staianom@eurekacityschools.org


 Mr_Staiano@suddenlink.net
Web! ! http://www.eurekacityschools.org/ehs/staianom/

 
 http://portfolio.globalclassroom.us/
OfÞce Hours 

 Before school, after school and at lunch most days, 

 
 and by appointment.



Course Requirements
Assignments:

All novels or plays will require a completed study guide (available online and in class), 
requiring students to review our work on each novel, noting significant plot points, characters, 
settings, themes, etc. as well as to identify and explain the effect of significant literary techniques 
(figurative, structural, and stylistic) employed by the writer. Keep study guides at least until the 
AP test in May.

All novels or plays (and much of the poetry we study) will require at least one close reading 
analysis. These analyses will consist of short expository, analytical essays in which students draw 
upon textual details to develop an extended explanation/interpretation of the meanings of a literary 
text by focusing primarily on a short piece of text and its relation to the meaning of the whole 
work. CRAs generally focus on a specific feature of the text (e.g. tone, a structural technique, a 
pattern of figurative language, etc.).

For each novel or play (as well as at other points during the year) students will produce a timed 
essay. These analytical, argumentative essays will challenge students’ critical thinking skills and 
ability to write under pressure. Essays will often be taken from previous AP exams and will 
require students to consider the social and historical values reflected and embodied by the work 
and/or draw upon textual details to make and explain judgments about a work's artistry and 
quality, and its social and cultural values. Students are encouraged to revise their timed writing 
after receiving feedback from the instructor. Details TBA.

Four thesis-driven, formal analytical/expository and/or evaluative essays will be required. 
Generally, students will choose their own thesis and develop it into a four to six-page, multiple-
draft essay with textual support. These essays, worth 15 points each, must meet the submission 
requirements for HSU’s English 100 portfolio and will be scored based on the portfolio scoring 
guide (See “The Assessment Portfolio” below).

Both intermediate and final drafts must include a cover sheet detailing the process of 
writing the paper and the strengths and weakness of the draft.  These cover sheets will 

be used in the revision process and become invaluable during final portfolio 
preparation.

Throughout the writing process, students are encouraged to seek guidance and 
feedback from the instructor (online or in person by appointment) and the HSU 

Writing Center (by appointment).

Students should be prepared for a reading quiz after each assigned reading. Quizzes generally 
may not be made up if missed. Students who are tardy may not receive credit (at the instructor’s 
discretion). Quizzes are worth 3 points. One low quiz score may be dropped each quarter.

Most periods will begin with a warm-up (.5 point/day). The assignment will be on the board or 
on the overhead each day at the start of class. Warm-ups will range from open-ended journals and 
personal responses to more focused close reading practice and evaluative writing. Students should 
be their seats and working on the warm-up when the bell rings. Students not seated in time for 
warm-up may not receive credit (at the instructor’s discretion) and will be marked tardy.

Students will be required to enroll and participate in the online portion of this course which will 
feature frequent online assignments, writers’ workshop forums, and discussion forums. Forums 
encourage broad discussion of assigned readings beyond what we cover in class and will often be 
entirely student-driven, providing an additional place for students to informally discuss and 
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explore the texts we are studying. Access is free and students may use any computer with an 
internet connection, including those on campus.

Approximately 10% of the course grade will be based on participation. This includes studying 
pertinent contextual and historical information from introductory lectures; informed participation 
in small group, class, and online discussions; punctual, consistent attendance; and maintenance of 
an appropriate academic focus (Please see the AP honor statement online for clarification). All 
tardies and absences count against this grade.

There will be other assignments ranging from simple homework and creative projects to 
critiques on essays about the works of literature we are studying. The point value of these 
assignments will vary and will be announced as assigned.

The last required assignment, a final project with a written component, will be assigned after the 
AP exam. Project details and point values TBA.

The Assessment Portfolio (HSU Grades):
All students passing the class with a C- or better will submit an assessment portfolio (13-16 full pages) 
comprised of one cover letter and two to four (2-4) pieces written expressly for this course. At least two 
of these submissions must include sustained, substantial analysis. Neither poetry nor fiction may be 
included in the assessment portfolio. The assessment portfolio is then submitted to and holistically 
scored by the Portfolio Committee, made up of HSU English composition faculty. In order to pass 
English 100, students must pass the final, assessment portfolio with a combined score of 8 or better. 

HSU grades will be determined by averaging students’ first, second, and third quarter EHS grades. 
Students with a D+ or lower will receive a grade of NC for the class. Students with a C- or higher who 
do not pass their assessment portfolio will earn a NC in English 100.

Grading Policies
General

All study guides, critiques, thematic essays and other homework must be turned in on their due 
date, when collected. Any assignments turned in after this will be considered late and receive half 
credit. 
Assignments and handouts are generally available online.
Generally, work will NOT be accepted beyond one-week past due. If you have a legitimate 
problem, see me BEFORE to arrange something.

Timed Writing
No additional time will be allowed for timed essays.
No notes, books, study guides or other materials are allowed during timed writing.
Missed timed essays must be made up outside of class time within one week of the student’s return 
from an excused absence.  Arranging this make-up is the student’s responsibility.

Classroom Behavior
Attendance and Missed Work:
Be here and be on time. AP English is a college seminar. Attendance and participation are critical to 
your success. If you are not in class, there is discussion taking place that cannot be made-up. If you need 
to be absent for a school-related activity, please notify me as early as possible. I view tardiness as a sign 
of disrespect toward me and your colleagues. 
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In order to be allowed to turn in homework or make up essays when they return, students must 
notify me in advance if they are going to be out of town and will miss class.
Only students who are ill or who must miss class for a legitimate emergency will be allowed to 
make up assignments without notice prior to the absence.
Students are responsible for getting missed assignments. Assignments are generally available 
online and/or in the folders at the front of the room.
Reading Quizzes MAY NOT be made up without serious and compelling reason. One low quiz 
score may be dropped per quarter at the discretion of the instructor.
Missed warm-ups (due to absence or tardiness) MAY NOT be made up.

Occasional absences are acceptable and manageable. With proper foresight and effort, even three-sport 
athletes can be successful in this class. However, any absence (legitimate or otherwise) puts the student 

at a disadvantage. Students who are habitually absent or tardy for ANY reason should expect their 
grades to suffer.

Classroom Participation: 
Generally, I will try to treat you as college students because AP English is ostensibly a college-level 
class; however, this assumes you also act like mature adults in an academic setting. Rudeness, swearing 
and uncontrolled silliness, for example, are inappropriate in such a setting and will not be tolerated. The 
use of cell phones, portable music players, PSPs, cameras, and other similar electronic devices is 
also inappropriate in such a setting and these should be out of sight (head phones included) and 
silent at all times, unless their use is explicitly requested by the instructor. However, if you want to 
wear a hat or eat in class, for example, and your choices do not create a distraction, I have no objection. 

Finally, since we often sit in a circle and discussion is the focal point of the class activity, it is extremely 
important that you listen to each other and offer positive feedback. Everyone’s ideas have validity. All 
people, things, and ideas will be treated with respect in our classroom.

Dropping the Course
As per the agreement you and your parent/guardian signed, dropping AP English is a serious matter 
and will require meetings with me and the counseling staff.
Once a student has enrolled in the HSU portion of the course, dropping English 100 is her/his 
responsibility.

Academic Honesty
Plagiarism (passing off another person’s work as your own), copying another’s work, allowing one’s 
work to be copied, and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in at minimum a zero on the 
assignment and a conference with the instructor.  More severe consequences may be enforced at the 
instructor’s discretion. There will be no warnings. I will inform you when collaboration is allowed or 
expected. A more detailed, department-wide academic honesty policy is available at the English 
Department web page.

Campus Resources (at HSU)
Persons who wish to request disability-related accommodations should contact the Student 
Disability Resource Center by visiting the website (http://www.humboldt.edu/~sdrc), visiting the 
office (House 71),  or calling (826-4678 [voice] or 826-5392 [TDD]). Some accommodations may 
take up to several weeks to arrange.
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Students enrolled in English 100 will have access to the HSU library, the writing center, and other 
campus resources. Details will be shared in class.

Final HSU Assessment Portfolio Submission Date: May 1, 2009
AP Exam Date Date: May 7, 2009

Final Exams
The first semester final exam will consist of a practice AP multiple choice section and timed writing.
The second semester final exam will include final presentations and a course evaluation.

Emergency Evacuation and Safety Procedures
Please familiarize yourself for the evacuation plan for our classroom by reviewing the emergency 
procedures signs near the exit door.

Contacting Me
If you or your parents/guardians would like to speak with me for any reason, I am available at the 
numbers and e-mail addresses listed on the front of this syllabus. In addition, I am in my room most 
days before school, after school, and at lunch. I know you have a lot of reading to do. Don’t panic. If 
you have any questions, concerns, need a simple explanation, some advice on college applications, or 
whatever, please do not hesitate to ask. I want you to succeed both in this class and afterwards.

I am looking forward to spending the year with you.  

Sincerely,

Mr. Staiano
TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE:

Central Texts Topics/Themes/Major Assignments

Semester 1: Quarter 1

Wuthering Heights (with timed essay) General Procedures & Assignments
Introduction to Textual Analysis

“Reading & Responding to Literature” essay Defining & Evaluating “Literature”
“Eleven” (with timed essay) The AP Timed Essay
Antigone (with timed essay) The Origins of Drama & Terms
Ceremony (with timed essay) Introduction/Review Figurative Language & Tone
Various Critical Essays on Ceremony Multi-Draft Essay #1 (Auto-ethnography)
Sound and Sense Introduction/Review of Poetic Terms/Concepts

Poetry Project #1:Intro
“Writing About Poetry & Literature in 
General” essay Perrine
Model Essays & Portfolios

Multi-Draft Essay #2 (Literary Analysis)
Essay Expectations
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Following the first quarter, the course will focus primarily on reviewing the concepts, skills and 
vocabulary introduced in quarter one by applying them to a variety of texts.

Semester 1: Quarter 2

As I Lay Dying Stream of Consciousness & Point of View
Candide (with timed essay) Satire
Frankenstein (with timed essay) The Romantic Era
Sound and Sense (with timed essay) Poetry Project #2: The Romantics, esp. British Poets
King Lear (with timed essay) Dramatic Terms & Shakespeare

Multi-Draft Essay #3 (Literary Analysis)
Final: Practice AP Exam

Semester 2: Quarter 3

AP Multiple Choice Exam Review
No Exit (with timed essay) The Existentialists & Modern Drama
Waiting for Godot (with timed essay) Theater of the Absurd & Modern Drama
“The Hollow Men” T.S. Eliot
Mrs. Dalloway (with timed essay) Multi-Draft Essay #4 (Literary Analysis)
Sound and Sense & Other Poetry Texts Poetry Project #3: Post-Modern & Contemporary 

Poets

Semester 2: Quarter 4

Various Sample Passages and Exams AP Practice Intensive & Review
Model Portfolios Writers’ Workshop & Portfolio Prep.

AP Test & Portfolio
Choice Novels Post AP Test Novel Project and Book Groups

Course Evaluations

This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor upon written notification of the students.
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