
Eureka City Schools Board of Education
3200 Walford Avenue, Eureka, CA

REGULAR MEETING
June 7, 2006

6:00 P.M.
MINUTES

                                                                           
A. CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR SESSION
The regular meeting was called to order by Anderson at 6:00 p.m..
Members Present :   Anderson, Taplin, Pace, Fullerton, Gray
Members Absent :  None
Staff Present :  Scott, Aslanian, Davis
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge was led by Member Taplin.
C. DISCUSSION/ACTION Ð The Board is asked to receive/discuss/approve
(  1) Community Request to Reconsider Placement of Zoe Barnum High School on the 

Worthington Learning Center Campus
President Anderson explained the process to be followed with public comment.  The decision
the board will make tonight is whether to continue discussion of moving Zoe Barnum to the
Worthington campus.  If there is no motion made to continue discussion, the decision to move
Zoe Barnum to Worthington stands.
Visitor Comments:
Donna Landry-Rehling of the Myrtle Town Community, expressed her frustration in being
excluded in the board’s decision and the lack of process.  She asked the board reconsider their
decision at a future meeting and the affect of traffic and safety on the community. 
John Turner, former ECS School Resource Officer and retired police officer, reported his past
experience with behavior and gang-related problems at the Zoe Barnum High School.  Statistics
were quoted on police calls to the Zoe Barnum area promising there will be problems. 
Bonnie Neely, Humboldt County Supervisor and resident of Myrtle Town, commented open
communication is the first step.  On behalf of the neighborhood she asked the district
reconsider their decision and analyze the traffic and alternatives for less impact on the
neighborhood.  She advised clearly communicating the plan for the school to the neighborhood,
the district’s decision-making process, and consideration for alternative sites. She questioned
the CEQA process and Notice of Determination. 
Mark Rowan, resident of Myrtle Town, questioned the process that has been followed and how
a decision can be made although there is no CEQA document.  Any governmental action under
CEQA can’t precede the document that controls it.  At some point, the district will have to reopen
the decision. 
Heather Toland, Myrtle Town resident, presented the board with a petition signed by 365
individuals requesting ECS reopen the decision with a full hearing.  Among many, two concerns
included safety and traffic. 
Annastazia Llewellyn-Rada, a student who chose to attend Zoe Barnum, stated that only 8% of
the Zoe Barnum students are there as a result of discipline; the remaining are there because
they choose to be there.  Zoe Barnum has adopted the philosophy of a “Community of Caring”
school.  Since attending Zoe Barnum she has made great academic improvements and has
quit smoking. Eileen Jones, homeowner in Myrtle Town for over 34 years, questioned the
financial issues the board may not have considered in moving schools because they are not
maintained.  What will happen with the next baby boom?  Where are you going to put the



students?  The cost of repairing one school cannot exceed remodeling for two other schools.
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(  1) Community Request to Reconsider Placement of Zoe Barnum High School on the 
Worthington Learning Center Campus (continued)

Eileen Jones:  (continued) Values of the homes will go down and because of this, the tax base
will go down.  Eileen questioned how the cost figures were developed and what will become
of the Jacobs site?
Aveeda Rada, parent of one graduate and current student at Zoe Barnum, spoke in favor of the
school and students.  She lives in the Zoe Barnum neighborhood and has not seen problems
created by the students.  Zoe Barnum staff got her daughter involved with school and supported
her to quite smoking.  As for traffic, all schools have traffic issues.
Bart Smith posed fiscal questions of costs to repair Jacobs for minimum compliance against
an official estimate or bid specs?  What is the estimated cost to bring Worthington and Jefferson
into compliance?  What is the cost estimate of other schools absorbing Jefferson?  Has there
been a cost benefit analysis of the proposals?  Has any consideration been given to moving
Adult Education and Zoe Barnum to the Eureka High campus? 
Dennis Kotterman thanked the board for volunteering as board members.  Dennis is the parent
of three boys who attend Zoe Barnum and they live in the Myrtle Town area, but this does not
make his children criminals.   One concern is continuing to patch the relationship with the
school and neighborhood.
Gail Hamilton, homeowner who lives 5 blocks from Worthington and a social worker, stated
even the best kid can act impulsively, but jumping to the conclusion that the property value is at
risk is not right.  Not everyone in Myrtle Town is concerned with locating Zoe Barnum in the area.

Jim Scott :  The community meeting addressed many of the questions that have been asked.
 A community advisory group is being developed for ongoing communication.  The campus will
also have a dedicated School Resource Officer that will patrol the campus and neighborhood.
 Scott has talked with Chief of Police and although the campus is out of the city limits, the school
will receive support.  The minimal cost to bring Jacobs into basic compliance is $7.5 million.
 To add work on the bathrooms and rotting windows is $15 million and all this work would not
be noticeable.  Worthington has always been on the deferred maintenance schedule and was
slated to receive a new roof and some rewiring.  No additional relocatables are being used. 
Adult Education has been budgeting for a move because they knew they would have to relocate.
 Most of the work being done at Jefferson is electrical upgrades.  The district is in the process
of filing the CEQA’s. 
Jerry Johnson, Assistant Superintendent, explained the Worthington CEQA documents are
being processed and should come to the board at the June 21 meeting.   
Greg Aslanian, Associate Superintendent, shared a history of ECS schools and programs that
have moved and changed locations.   
Dave Orphal, Zoe Barnum teacher, lived two blocks from Zoe Barnum for 8 years and saw the
value of his home double.  Zoe Barnum is a good school with good students. 
Board Member Comments:
Member Fullerton: This move has been discussed over the last year or more and covered in the
“Times Standard,” the “Eureka Reporter,” and on News Channel 3.  There have been many
comments about traffic and noise; there will be less traffic than in the past when Worthington
was an elementary school.  Zoe Barnum is not going to lower property values, what will reduce



values is people talking about things that aren’t true or correct of the impact on the
neighborhood. Fullerton’s children have friends that attend Zoe Barnum and he is offended with
people demonizing the Zoe students.
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Board Member Comments (continued):
Member Gray shared she had been in education for 32 years, and one of the best things is
when the community comes up with a lot of ides, issues, and questions.  The staff of Eureka
City Schools has been working on the utilization of the area schools for a long time.  The work
that has been done to determine this decision is enormous.  Gray values what is best for the
children.  Gray looks forward to hearing more about the advisory group and the interchange. 
Member Pace:  It is all about the children, and the decision made in January was made with the
idea of what is best for the children.  The children cannot always speak for themselves. 
Member Taplin:  Recalled she grew up in Eureka and attended the original Worthington.  She
has taught in ECS for 31 years and has been on the board for 12 years.  Taplin’s main concern
has always been and always will be the students.  She thanked the community for sharing their
concerns and suggestions.  Hopefully, the advisory group will help the neighborhood adjust.
 Zoe Barnum’s Community of Caring is a wonderful program.
Member Anderson:  The board has followed the communication process that has been used
in changing other programs, but in this case communication was not as affective.  Staff and the
board have analyzed dollars, facts, and figures; the homework has been done.  It’s hard when
everyone else has not seen all the data the board has seen, but the board has tried very hard
to do what’s best for the district as a whole, the tax dollars, and above all, the students. 
Anderson asked the board entertain a motion to continue the discussion to move Zoe Barnum
onto the Worthington campus. No motion was made and as a result, the decision to move Zoe
Barnum to the Worthington campus will stand.    
At 6:40 p.m., the board moved for a brief recess and reconvened.
D. PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS
There was no public comment on closed session items.
E. CLOSED SESSION ONLY  (closed to the public)
Closed session was moved to the end of the regular meeting.
With respect to every item of business discussed in closed session pursuant to EC Sec. 48918(c) or 76030:
(  2) Consideration of Student Expulsion(s) (no additional information required)

( a) Student #05-06-008
(  3) Report on Waiver Appeals of CAHSEE Requirement for Graduation by Students with 

IEPs: CAHSEE Waiver Student #05-06-018
With respect to every item of business discussed in closed session pursuant to Gov.C Sections 48918(c) or
76030:
(  4) Employee discipline, dismissal, release, accept the resignation of, or otherwise affect

the employment status of a public employee.
(  5) Public Employee Appointment/Public Employment
With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Gov.C. Section 54957.6:
(  6) Conference w/ Labor Negotiator(s) Regarding ETA/CSEA/Unrepresented  Employees
7:00 p.m.  (an audio recording is made of open session)
F.  RECONVENING OF OPEN SESSION
The regular meeting was reconvened by Anderson at 7:00 p.m. 
Members Present :   Anderson, Taplin, Pace, Fullerton, Gray
Members Absent :  None
Staff Present :  Scott, Aslanian, Davis



G. REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION
Pace reported no action was taken in closed session.
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H. ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA
There were no adjustments to the agenda.
I. PUBLIC HEARING
(  7) Five-Year Deferred Maintenance Plan 2006-07 to 2010-2011
President Anderson opened the public hearing for comment.  The board received an updated
plan that included the Jacobs campus.  There was no public comment and the hearing was
closed.
J. VISITOR COMMENTS
CSEA President Brian Cudney presented the CSEA Employee of the Year Award to Mary
Holdner.  Mary began at ECS as a substitute bus driver in 1988 and became permanent in
1990.  She has  done all the routes, but has driven Humboldt Hill route since 1994.  Mary also
headed up the transportation for the EHS Safe and Sober program.  She is the Corporation Yard
custodian and substitutes for the courier.  She was on the IBB team for 8 years, job steward for
the Corporation Yard, and CSEA secretary twice.  She also takes care of everyone’s birthday at
the Corporation Yard.  Member Taplin added she and her husband were also awesome
parents. 
K. INFORMATION
(  8) Student Board Representative Report
(  9) SuperintendentÕs Report
  School is wrapping up and next week everyone looks forward to graduation.
 Next year every school except two will be on a modified day and will have an early release day
during the week.   
(10) Associate SuperintendentÕs Report
  There has been a lot of celebration with the CSEA and ETA retirement receptions and the
District Salute to Service.  The board was thanked for participating in the Salute to Service. 
(11) Update on Bond Measures S & T Facility Construction
3DI’s Barbie Warren distributed an update of projects.  She reported the final Environmental
Impact Report on the new gymnasium has been circulated and will come to the board on June
21. There was one bid received for the high school modernization projects from Waters
Contracting.  The award of bid is on the agenda.  The state is processing the Humboldt Bay
state match money for $326,566.  Grant and Lafayette classroom moves will begin once school
is done.  These projects are on schedule.  
(12) Board Members
  Member Taplin thanked everyone for the Salute to Service; she was very surprised to receive
a special award.
 Last night Taplin attended the DECA dinner which is done in conjunction with the Fortuna
DECA.  There were many certificates awarded. 
  Taplin can now receive e-mails.
  Member Anderson thanked Barbie Warren for the tour of EHS, Laurie Alexander for the tour
of Lafayette, Teddie Lyons for the tour of Zane, Jan Schmidt for Alice Birney, and Anderson will
tour Grant with Lee Ann Lanning.  
L. CONSENT CALENDAR - The Board is Asked to Receive/Approve
It was noted that a corrected deferred maintenance plan was received.  Since there was



insufficient time to discuss Items K(14) and K(15), they will be heard and acted upon at the end
of the meeting.
It was M/S by Taplin/Pace to approve the following Consent Calendar items:
(13) Personnel Report #19
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L. CONSENT CALENDAR - The Board is Asked to Receive/Approve (continued)
(14) Student Expulsion(s) (no information required)

(a) Student #05-06-008  moved to the end of the meeting
(15) Waiver Appeal of CAHSEE Requirement for Graduation by Students with IEPs: CAHSEE

Waiver Student #05-06-018 moved to the end of the meeting
(16) Approve Child Welfare Improvement Activities Funding Contract – Marshall School 

Resource Center
(17) Intent to Apply – CalServe Initiative Partnership – ECS Project Serve
(18) Five-Year Plan - Deferred Maintenance Program
(19) Resolution #05-06-086, Elimination of Classified Position – Literacy Technician
(20) Approve Short-Term Position – Movers/Laborers
(21) Receipt of Grant – Title II, Part D, Enhancing Through Technology (EETT)

Competitive Grant (2005-06) for Winship and Zane Middle Schools
Governing Board: ayes 5, noes 0, absent 0. Motion carried.  
M. DISCUSSION/ACTION - The Board is Asked to Receive/Approve
(22) Award of Bid Ð EHS Modernization Project
There was only one bidder, but there were four eligible companies that participated in the bid
walk through.  A contractor contacted Member Fullerton suggesting breaking up the project in
different jobs which he felt would result in cost savings and more local use.  Barbie Warren
explained the difficulty in multiple contractors working on the complex project.  All contractors
would have to work together resulting in delays and there would be a need for more staging
areas.  A list of references can be provided the board if requested.
It was M/S by Pace/Taplin to award the bid for the Eureka High School Campus Modernization
Phase I, Portion 2 to Waters/Bangar Construction in the amount of $9,685,000.  Governing
Board: ayes 5, noes 0, absent 0. Motion carried.
(23) Award of Bid Ð Worthington Learning Center Re-Roofing
Although the bid is low, the contractor has been contacted for clarification to ensure this is a
valid bid.  This item was tabled to the June 21 meeting.
No action taken.             .
(24) Award of Bid Ð Washington Elementary Re-Roofing
It was M/S by Fullerton/Gray to award the bid for the Washington Elementary Re-Roofing to
Bouchey Roofing for $135,300.  Governing Board: ayes 5, noes 0, absent 0. Motion carried.
(25) Accept Renewable Two-Year Loan of Mobile Energy Education Unit Ð EHS EAST
EAST senior student Kris Buihner explained this is a project he began in his sophomore year
with a $17,000 grant.  Action by the board will complete his senior project.  Kris briefly explained
how the unit worked. This has been processed and approved by RCAA administration and
reviewed for district requirements by Jerry Johnson and Dan Pires.  In the summer the unit will
be stored at RCAA and then moved to EHS behind the Marshall Annex with a locked gate so that
it is readily available to students.  
It was M/S by Pace/Taplin to accept the renewable two-year loan of the Mobile Energy Education
Unit to be used by the EHS science and EAST students. Board: ayes 5, noes 0, absent 0. Motion
carried.



N. DISCUSSION - The Board is Asked to Receive
(26) Eureka High School Senior Projects
EHS teacher Kathy Salter thanked the board for their support in the Pathways Program.  There
were 47 students that have completed senior projects.
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(26) Eureka High School Senior Projects (continued)
A Senior Project Night was held with the community partners for senior presentation.  Senior
projects require 30 hours outside the classroom internship, work study, or a project.  There was
a wonderful partnership within the faculty of EHS.  HROP Marcie Smith was a key player in
connecting the students with projects.  The projects spanned the entire student population. 
With a PowerPoint presentation, student Alias Martin shared her internship as an ultrasound
technician.  There are no other school models out there that have these types of senior projects;
senior projects usually mean research papers. 
(27) Textbook Adoption Ð Introduction to Theatre Arts - EHS
EHS teacher Adina Lawson presented the text. Theater arts does not have a text to cover the
theater arts standards.  This text is the first step in the theater arts pathway.  PTSA has provided
a grant that will provide some of the funding.  This item will appear on consent at the next
meeting.
(28) Homework Guidelines for Teachers and Homework Guidelines for Parents and 

Students
The board received the homework guidelines for elementary, middle school, and high school
parents and students, and elementary, middle school, and high school teachers.  These
guidelines will be converted to board policy.  The elementary wanted to articulate their thoughts
to children and parents on good habits and becoming a part of the bigger picture.  They wanted
to articulate to parents the purposefulness of parent involvement, and for their peers they
wanted to stress the professional aspect. The place homework has in the balance of the young
child’s life was an important consideration.  Children need to have a life outside of school.   
In the middle school they needed to make sure the focus on education is instilled in the parent.
 The structure of education is so intense in middle school compared to elementary.  It is also
a guide to the parent on how to get involved and be supportive of the middle school student’s
education.  Middle school requires fewer homework hours for 6th grade students.  Coordination
between the four core subjects was questioned.  There is time available for that coordination,
but it does not always happen.  The time expected for homework per night was discussed.  “Ask
your parent” should be continued in the high school brochure.  The homework policy will be a
part of the beginning of the school year staff development and with the collaboration day it will
be discussed throughout the year.  Jim thanked the Curriculum Committee for all their work.
 The board will receive a list of Curriculum Committee members. Each school will be kicking
this off in the fall.   
(29) Job Description - Indian Education Community Liaison
(30) Job Description Ð American Indian Math Technician
Assistant Superintendent Aslanian gave a brief background on both positions.  These job
descriptions have not been reviewed by CSEA. 
At 8:40 p.m., the board recessed and moved to closed session.
Continued from Items B and C - CLOSED SESSION (closed to the public)
The Board continued Item A closed session items.
Members Present:  Anderson, Taplin, Pace, Fullerton, Gray



Members Absent: None
Staff Present:  Scott, Aslanian, Davis
At 9:30 p.m., the board moved to open session
O. REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION
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(14) Student Expulsion(s) Student #05-06-008:
It was M/S by Taplin/Gray to accept staff’s recommendation on expulsion of Student #05-06-008.
Board: ayes 5, noes 0, absent 0. Motion carried.
(15) Waiver Appeal of CAHSEE Requirement for Graduation by Students with IEPs:
CAHSEE Waiver Student #05-06-018
It was M/S by Taplin/Pace to approve the recommendation for the CAHSEE Waiver for Sudent
#05-06-018. Board: ayes 5, noes 0, absent 0. Motion carried.
P. ADJOURNMENT
President Anderson adjourned the meeting at 9:40 p.m.                            

Respectfully submitted,

James W. Scott, Ed.D.
Secretary of the Board of Education

                                                                                    
Recording Secretary, Micki Davis

                                                                                                                                CLERK OF
THE BOARD DATE

The next regular meeting will be held June 21, 2006, at 4:00 p.m. in the district boardroom.
(MINUTE6.7.06.new/md)


